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See how students 
combine the DVM and 
master’s degrees
Visit the hospital’s 
expanded Intensive 
Care U n it ,
Meet eight new 
College faculty 
members
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Communication a Priority for 
Hospital’s External Advisory 
C om m ittee
ere consulting with very experienced, 
very successful Illinois veterinarians for 
advice on becoming a more efficient and 
friendlier service,” says Dr. Ann Johnson, 
interim head of the department of veterinary 
clinical medicine, in describing the newly 
appointed external advisory committee for 
the Veterinary Medicine Teaching Hospital. 
“It s going to be a great group to work with.”
The idea of an outside advisory group 
has been in the air at VMTH for some time. 
This summer nine members from a variety 
of practice and geographic areas were 
selected, and the groups first meeting was 
held October 13.
“One of the focuses of the first meeting 
was ways to improve communications with 
referring veterinarians,” reports Dr. Johnson. 
“As a referral center, we serve two sets of 
clients-—the animal owner and the referring 
veterinarian—and we have to do an excel­
lent job for both.” Dr. Johnson says that 
more than half of the hospital’s patients come 
through referrals.
Having a mission to teach and conduct 
research as well as to provide clinical service, 
the hospital faces challenges not found at 
other referral practices. As students change 
clinical rotations and clinicians cycle on and 
off clinical duty, patients may receive care 
from several people, complicating commu­
nication with clients and referring veterinar­
ians.
One of the suggestions was to increase 
the training that students, interns, and resi­
dents receive on building good relationships 
with referring practitioners. Better use of fax 
and email communications with referring 
practices and eventually making patient in­
formation available to referring veterinarians 
via Internet technology are other strategies.
Advisory committee member Dr. George 
Richards frequently refers his clients to the 
teaching hospital. “The aura of the Univer­
sity can be overwhelming, arid the cost can
be a shock,” he says. “I explain to my clients 
.that they are going to see a lot of ologists.’ 
When they know what to expect, clients re­
ally like the care they get at the university.” 
The committee was pleased to learn that 
-printed materials designed to familiarize 
animal owners with hospital clinicians and 
service areas are already in the works.
“Practitioners appreciate the fact that the 
hospital is listening and seeking input from 
practitioners who are out in the ‘real world’ 
day in and day out,” says Dr. Richards. “At 
a meeting like this, there’s a tendency to 
focus on problems. When you take the over­
all view, though, I think most veterinarians 
are proud and happy to refer clients to 
Urbana because it’s a really good place to get 
treatment. It’s a good program, but we can 
find ways to make it better.” ■
V M T H  External Advisory 
C om m ittee
The advisory committee will meet twice 
a year, and members will serve three-year 
terms. The members are Illinois graduates, 
except as qoted.
Dr. Greg Ekdale (ISU ’76), Highland 
Hospital for Animals, Bloomington
Dr. Marla Minuskin (’85), Family .Pet 
Animal Hospital, Chicago
Dr. Jay Nadler (’82), Peotone Animal 
Hospital, Inc.
Dr. Gordon Rhine (’72), Central Hospital 
for Animals, Carterville 
Dr. George Richards, Jr. (’67), Vermillion 
Veterinary Ventures, Danville
Dr. Dave Tanaglia (’78), Animal Medical 
Clinic, Ropkford
Dr. Dick Velders (MSU ’63), Burr Ridge 
Veterinary Clinic 
Dr. Kenneth Walker (’64), Walker 
Standardbred Farm, Sherman 
Dr. William Wright (’66), Capitol Illini 
Vet Service, Ltd., Springfield
Dr. Doug Yanik to  
Join A cadem ic and 
Student Affairs Team
Dr. Doug Yanik was named the new 
assistant dean for Academic and Student 
Affairs at the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine as this 
issue of Veterinary R eport was being 
prepared. Dr. Yanik is a 1980 graduate 
of the Iowa State University College of 
Veterinary Medicine. He earned an 
MBA degree from the University of 
North Carolina in 1994. He leaves 
his position as professional services 
manager at H ill’s Pet Nutrition to join 
the College in early January. Look for 
a profile on Dr. Yanik in the spring 
issue of this newsletter. We welcome 
him to Illinois!
Fishing for the Grief
------. Our apologies to
\  misdirected callers 
and to Brad and 
K aren Greaves,
whose Ontario-based 
fly-in fishing operation 
was frequently called after the last issue of 
Veterinary Report e r ro n eou s ly  gave its phone 
number in place of one for the Companion 
Anim al Related Emotions (C .A .R .E .) 
Helpline. “To date we have not been able to 
convince any of the callers to book a fishing 
trip with us,” lamented the owners of Ignace 
Outposts Ltd.
The toll-free number for the Helpline, a 
support service for people experiencing the 
loss o£a companion animal, is 877/394-2273.
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From Glanders to Genomics: Looking Back at a 
Century of Progress in Veterinary Medicine
. byDrTedValli
Abortion, for instance, is a germ , 
disease; the germ is found in the mother’s 
blood, afterbirth and bowels of the foetus, 
and such conditions can only be corrected 
by the hypodermic injection of such 
medicines as will destroy and eradicate 
the germ and thus restore the animal to 
a healthy condition.
We make mention of this to illustrate 
that the treatment and prescriptions for 
these diseases are the subject o f much - 
scientific study, and cannot be successfully 
handled except by a man of much experi­
ence and practice.
— From the Introductory Chapter of 
Practica l H ome Veterinarian., 11th ed., 
by David Roberts, D.Y.S., © 1912.
^^elcom e to the year 2000! As the great 
20th century philosopher and poet George 
Santayana wrote, “We must welcome the 
future, remembering that soon it will become 
the past, and we must respect the past, 
remembering that once it was all that was 
humanly possible.” Thus, it is only fitting 
to capitalize on this auspicious beginning by 
taking a respectful look at 
where our profession and 
its education began.
At the turn of the 
century, the horse was the 
primary means of trans­
portation and the primary 
focus of veterinary practice 
and education. Veterinar­
ians were, in that sense, the 
auto mechanics of the day. 
As a result of the advent of 
the automobile, 33 of the 
45 veterinary schools in 
the U nited States had 
closed.by 1930. My alma 
mater, the Ontario Veteri­
nary College, lays claim to 
the title of oldest school 
in North Am erica in 
continuous operation. In 
1905, about half of all 
U .S. veterinarians were
OVC graduates!
Chicago once boasted two veterinary 
schools, but both closed in 1920. The 
Chicago Veterinary College in 1889 gradu­
ated Dr. David Roberts, who succeeded 
his brother Evan as Wisconsin state veteri­
narian and whose book, P ra ctica l H om e 
Veterinarian, I quote above to illustrate state- 
of-the-art veterinary care 80 years ago. This 
book covered everything from asthma to 
glanders to wind galls (enlargements of the 
synovial bursa).
The early veterinary curriculum was a 
two-year program that devoted much time 
to anatomy. The Flexner Report of 1910, 
which established that human medical study 
should consist of two years of basic sciences 
followed by two of clinical experience, 
strongly influenced veterinary education. 
This report resulted in the elimination of 
poorer, two-year schools of both medicine 
and veterinary medicine.
Veterinary medical education also took 
a page from human medicine in espousing 
that students should learn at the bedside, 
with physical contact with the patient. Sir 
William Osier (1849-1919), a fellow Cana­
dian who was one of the founders of Johns 
Hopkins University and one of the most 
influential physicians in history, championed 
this hands-on approach. Sir W illiam , or 
“W. O.,” as he was called, was an early pro­
ponent of the belief that there is only one 
medicine, which can be applied to various 
species. At one time a professor of physiol­
ogy in Montreal’s veterinary college, Sir 
William recommended that the veterinary 
faculty be called the “faculty of comparative 
medicine.”
At the beginning of the 20th century, 
surgery, aided by such recent advances as 
radiographs, aseptic technique, and anesthe­
sia, had a greater knowledge base and record 
of success than medicine. Medicine came to 
the fore after World War II. Remember, it 
was not till the 1880s that bacteria were First 
identified. Understanding of pathology grew 
rapidly, but medicine and an understanding 
ofthe specificity of drugs lagged behind. The 
development of sulfonamides in the late 
1930s and penicillin in the early 1940s 
ushered in the era of specific therapy. Soon 
thereafter an expanded array of vaccines was 
added to the arsenal at our command in 
fighting disease.
After World War II, veterinary colleges 
entered a period of growth and sophistica­
tion. Animal disease control became more 
important, and we saw the eradication of 
tuberculosis, brucellosis, hog cholera, and 
other scourges of livestock. Very soon 
pseudo rabies may join that list.
In the 1960s veterinary specialty boards 
arose. Veterinarians entered areas n£ver be­
fore imagined: laboratory animal medicine, 
exotic animal medicine, environmental toxi­
cology, and comparative medical research, to 
name a few.
The latest medical revolution has been 
in information technology and genomics. 
With the aid of computers, it is now within 
our reach to decipher the genetic code, *to 
write out the sequences of 3 billion chemical 
base pairs in human DNA. Our own Dr. 
Barbara Kitchell, heading the oncology team 
at the College, is working with the dog 
genome to see how normal and cancerous 
cells differ at the genetic level.
As we look back, we see that veterinary 
schools—particularly those at land-grant 
institutions—began shifting their attention 
from horses to food animals after World War 
I, and not until the 1950s did most veteri­
nary schools acquire small animal facilities. 
We should note that these shifts in emphasis 
did not come about as a result of clairvoyant 
strategic planning by schools, but rather by 
pressure from animal-owning clientele.
Will our teaching programs prove in time 
to be more visionary than those at the schools 
that went the way of the horse-drawn car­
riage? I see our teaching expanding at both 
the basic and applied frontiers of medicine. 
Our students must now understand disease 
and therapeutics at the molecular level to 
remain at the forefront of biomedical inno­
vation. At the applied end we must advance 
our ability to identify and treat aberrant be­
havior in animals as is done by psychiatrists 
for humans.
Some ideas are timeless. I leave you with 
two pieces of advice given to new veterinary 
graduates in 1935 but still applicable in the 
21 st century: “If you don’t know what to do, 
don’t do anything harmful” and “Bleeding 
always stops.”
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Vet Report On-line____
Did you mean to clip an item about a 
classmate from the latest Veterinary 
Report but can’t find your copy? Do you 
want a handy way to check the events 
calendar for the College? Log on to the 
College home page for news at your 
fingertips: www.cvm.uiuc.edu.
Illinois Veterinary Students 
Help Pets Stranded by 
Hurricane_______________
After Hurricane Floyd left more than a thou­
sand pets stranded in North Carolina, vet­
erinary students at thfe College found a way 
to help their counterparts at the veterinary 
college in Raleigh.
The plight of the animals was called to 
the students’ attention by Linda Schmoldt, 
a first-year student whose father operated a 
shelter for people displaced by the hurricane. 
Her father suggested that Illinois students 
support the rescue and care efforts at the 
University of North Carolina veterinary 
school, working with the United States 
Humane Society.
The Student Chapter of the American 
Veterinary Medical Association, led by presi­
dent-elect Abby Cowan, raised more than 
$700 in cash and supplies. Students solic­
ited veterinarians attending Fall Conference 
in October, veterinary-related businesses, and 
College faculty, staff, and students. Many 
thanks to all who contributed! ■
College Plays Host to 
National and International 
Meetings____________ .___
Over the past nine years, nearly 200 veteri­
narians from around the world have attended 
the Equine Nuclear Medicine Workshop
organized by Dr. Robert Twardock, who is 
now professor emeritus in veterinary bio­
sciences. The eleventh such workshop, held 
in October, drew 18 participants, including 
some from Singapore, Italy, Japan, England, 
Norway, Canada, and Hong Kong. Theory 
and applications of nuclear scintigraphy in 
equine diagnostic medicine, gamma camera 
operation, safety, and image interpretation 
were among the topics addressed.
Last fall the College hosted the 12th 
Iverson Bell Symposium, a meeting orga­
nized by the Multicultural Affairs Commit­
tee of the Association of American Veterinary 
Medical Colleges to encourage diversity in 
the veterinary profession. Speakers and par­
ticipants came from Tuskegee University, 
Colorado State University, The Ohio State 
University, and other organizations. The pro­
gram is named for Dr. Iverson Bell (MSU 
’49), who practiced small animal medicine 
in Indiana, lectured at Tuskegee and Purdue 
universities, and took leadership roles in the 
NAACP, the American Veterinary Medical 
Association, and many other organizations.
More than 60 scientists from academic, 
governmental, and industry groups in 
Canada, the United Kingdom, Japan, and 
the United States participated in the fourth 
Industrial Toxicology and Pathology 
Continuing Education Course. Previously 
a program offered at the College through the 
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology, the 
course was co-sponsored this year by the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology and the 
American Registry of Pathology along with 
the department. It was held in September in 
Bethesda, Md. ■
Teaching and Research Programs Pass Review___ _______
At the fall meeting of the American Veterinary Medical Association Council on Education, 
the University of Illinois College of Veterinary Medicine was granted full accreditation status 
for the next seven years on the basis of the recommendations of the accreditation site team 
that visited in April.
In October, the USDA Cooperative State Research, Education, and Extension Service 
sent a team of six representatives to review College research programs in five areas: environ­
mental toxicology, reproductive biology, infectious disease and food safety, clinical oncology, 
and clinical imaging. The visit was made at the request of the College. ■
Fall C o n fe ren ce Trad itio ns C o ntinue and ExpancL
Representatives from the ISVMA Auxiliary Jean Rehn (left) 
and Patty Herath (right) presented scholarships to  Kjersten 
Holm, Agnes Van Volkenburgh, and Lori Decker at the 
Thursday evening banquet.
UJore than 500 attended the 80th 
Annual Fall Conference on October 
14 and 15, including 287 registrants,
42 speakers, and College faculty, 
students, and staff.
Fall Conference this year added 
two new activities to its tradition of 
excellence in continuing education 
for veterinarians.
Holding a Thursday evening 
banquet with a speaker at the Illini 
Union has become a Fall Conference 
fixture, a practice begun for the 
College’s 50 th anniversary celebra­
tion activities last fall. This year’s 
speaker was Rob Judson, assistant 
coach for the Illini men’s basketball.
The banquet also featured an auction, 
sponsored xby the Auxiliary of the Illinois 
State Veterinary Medical Association, that 
raised nearly $4,000 for student scholarships.
It was modeled after the auction held dur­
ing the College anniversary gala on April 10, 
which raised nearly $17,000. From the 
spring proceeds, four $1,000 scholarships 
were awarded at the Fall Conference ban­
quet to Jennifer Harris (’99), Kjersten 
Holm, Class of 2000 , Agnes Van 
Volkenburgh, Class of 2001, and Lori 
Deck,er, Class of 2002. The remainder of
T h ree w ith a. G u a r a n t e e
the spring auction proceeds wasmsed to cre­
ate an ongoing scholarship fund. Alumni and 
friends can be thinking of vacation packages, 
artwork, or other items to donate to next 
year’s auction.
Alum ni Meet
After lunch on Thursday, Dr. Charlie 
Francisco (’89) presided over the annual 
meeting of the College’s Alumni Association. 
He named Dr. E. Charles Hendricks (’63)
as the recipient of the Dr. Erwin Small
Fall Conference, continued on page 7
□  Jim Hixon, assistant dean 
for Academic and Student 
Affairs, met with the three 
students accepted into the new 
Guaranteed Admissions Pro­
gram last fall: from left, Tricia 
Bisby and Kevin Freise, both 
attending the University of 
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, 
and Andrea Weidner, a junior . 
at Augustana College in Rock Island, 111.
The program ensures admission to vet­
erinary school for selected undergraduates 
with outstanding academic abilities and a 
strong interest in veterinary medicine. It also 
gives pre-veterinary students an opportunity 
to build a relationship with a veterinary 
faculty member and a practitioner. Students 
must maintain a 3.5/4.0 cumulative and 
science grade point average and meet other 
requirements for admission.
The program was offered for the first 
time in 1999, and more than two dozen 
undergraduates applied. The next cycle of 
applications to the program runs June 1 
to. September 1, 2000. Call the Student 
Affairs Office at 217/333-1192 for more 
information. ■
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Dual Degrees Mean More W o rk, More Rewards
by Jonas Siegel
Above: Tony Goldberg does double duty as a fourth-year student and master's degree student.
Left Craig Miller visited the International W o lf Center in Ely, Minn., in 1998 while he was in the state to  
attend the summer Envirovet intensive short course.
Right'Casey Cadile learned to  climb mountains in Alaska in August 1999 soon after recovering from 
cancer treatment. '
Q ik e  the amphibians he studies, Craig 
Miller thrives in many types of environ­
ments. The third-year DVM student can 
manage the clinical and research demands 
of the Colleges.joint-degree program, and 
just about anything else that he encounters 
along the way. It takes hard work to achieve 
two degrees simultaneously, but certain 
students take on the challenge because they 
enjoy the diversity of activities and oppor­
tunities that expanded study provides.
“The more I have going on, the more I 
am motivated,” says Casey Cadile, another 
third-year DVM student, who decided the 
summer after her first year of veterinary 
school to also work toward a master’s degree 
in veterinary clinical medicine. As part of 
her master’s work, she is completing research 
on the correlation between the presence of 
telomerase in tumors and the tum or’s 
degree of malignancy.
Enrolling in the joint-degree program has 
added 10 to 20 hours of lab work and extra 
course work weekly tb her already-busy 
DVM schedule. But she says the extra load 
hasn’t affected her DVM class work adversely.
More marketable
Miller began 
his joint pro­
gram the 
spring term of 
his first year.
He came to 
the C ollege 
with an inter­
est in wildlife medicine ancf soon learned that 
his best opportunity to get involved in that 
area was through research.
M iller’s pursuit of a master’s degree 
allows him to complete research on the 
decline of amphibian populations, which 
serve as indicator species for their ecosystem. 
His research has given him the added expe­
rience of writing grant proposals and doing 
in-depth data analyses.
Before coming to the College, Miller was 
awarded a Watson Fellowship that funded a 
year of research on captive animal breeding 
throughout the world. He traveled to 10 
countries in Europe, Asia, Africa, and 
Australia to gather data, a process that helped 
him decide to pursue wildlife conservation 
in his subsequent studies.
“The DVM is a great degree,” says Miller. 
“There are so many opportunities beyond 
private practice.’' The master’s degree makes 
a person even more marketable, he says.
More experienced
Pursuing a joint degree also allows-students 
to learn more about a wider range of subject 
matter. Tony Goldberg, a fourth-year DVM 
student, is completing a master’s degree in 
epidemiology, fitting his research and course 
work in any time he can, during the sum­
mer, at night, and on the weekends.
Goldberg came to the College in 1996 
after completing a Ph.D. in biological 
anthropology at Harvard University. As part 
of his Ph.D. research, Goldberg studied 
primate genetics in the rain forests of Uganda 
and Zaire. Being in those countries has 
affected his research goals. “I saw first-hand 
how quickly humans are encroaching on 
those ecosystems and how little time we have 
to study them,” says Goldberg. The poverty 
and civil conditions of the people and soci­
eties in Africa also opened his eyes to ways 
in which Americans take for granted basic 
freedoms.
He decided to veer from the traditional 
post-doctoral student career route and attend 
veterinary school.The College’s joint-degree 
program was an opportunity for him to con­
tinue doing research, which he thoroughly 
enjoys, as well as to receive his DVM. 
Goldberg’s present research on molecular 
epidemiology, specifically in .pigs, has been 
well received, in part, he thinks, “because 
I have been able to apply some of the 
techniques I learned studying primates.”
The college’s joint-degree program caters 
specifically to this type of interdisciplinary 
experience of its participants. The program’s 
very nature provides opportunities for diverse 
study by requiring students to participate in 
research-as they learn clinical procedures.
W hile completing his DVM degree, 
Goldberg has gained invaluable experience 
working with real animals and live viruses 
as opposed to just reading about them. 
Getting close to what you study allows you 
to learn the intimate details and makes 
academic material come alive.
Jt can also be terribly frightening, as in 
the case of Cadile. Last year she was diag­
nosed with cancer and left school for a year 
of treatment.
More opportunities
Since she re­
turned to class­
es th is year,
C ad ile  has 
found that her 
research on on­
cology has been 
intensified by 
her own experi­
ences with cancer. She returned to the same 
hectic class and research schedule and is 
hoping through her renewed involvement to 
see how animal research and treatment of 
cancer measure up to human treatment 
practices.
Participants in the DVM/MS joint- 
degree program need to fulfill all of the 
master’s degree requirements, including 
research and publishing, on top of the DVM 
demands. After they are accepted into each 
individual program, students work with 
advisors to customize a schedule that allows 
them to meet the requirements and to 
figure out if any courses meet requirements 
in both programs, according to Dr. Gerald 
Pijanowski, associate dean of Academic and 
Student Affairs.
Dr. Pijanowski says that the purpose of 
the joint-degree program is “to get those 
students who have an interest in academic ^  
medicine and research jobs to participate in 
the program.” This has worked out well 
for Goldberg, who w ill be jo in ing the 
epidemiology faculty of the College when ' 
he completes both of his degrees next fall.
After Miller finishes both degrees, which 
he estimates will take another two years, he 
would like to go into private practice for a 
while and eventually wind up in wildlife 
conservation, as he originally intended to do.
Cadile, on the other hand, plans to com­
plete an oncology residency on her path to 
becoming a veterinary oncologist.
For all three, the dual degree option 
offers a lot of opportunities—just right for 
people who thrive on more of everything. ■
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Tour of IC U  Is N ext Best Thing 
to Being Here
UJelcome to the expanded intensive care 
unit at the Veterinary Medicine Teaching 
Hospital!” says Dr. Sheila McCullough, the 
clinical assistant professor who oversees the 
unit.
- Or rather she w ou ld  say that if you were 
a referring veterinarian who scheduled a per­
sonal tour by calling the Small Animal Clinic 
at 217/333-5300. In March the ICU moved
-  to facilities twice its previous size. We.hope 
you’ll arrange to visit, but until you do here’s 
a quick tour on paper.
From the Dutch-door entryway, you can
• see the whole room at a glance, and that’s 
one of the great features of the new space.
. “Monitoring is a critical function of the 
ICU,” explains Dr. Mac, as she likes to be 
called. “We have some very sophisticated 
monitoring technology, but simply being 
able to see all the patients, even those in iso­
lation, is important too. Monitoring pain 
and relieving it is a big part of what we do. 
Visual cues can be crucial to evaluating pain 
level.”
Dr. Mac practiced in the Chicago area 
for many years after earning a DVM at 
Illinois in 1987. She returned to the College 
about 4 years ago and recently became 
boarded in internal medicine.
‘In the center of the room you see four 
spodess exam tables and a treatment island 
where food, fluids, -bandages and other sup­
plies are kept or prepared. A computer there 
allows quick access of patient records.
As you step inside to the left, steer clear 
of the eye-level shelf that holds the SpaceLab 
EKG telemetry monitor, which displays 
heart readings transmitted remotely from the 
patient by a unit no bigger than a deck of 
cards; telemetry units allow patients more 
mobility.
And did you notice the fresh flower ar­
rangement on the shelf next to the monitor? 
That was sent by the grateful owner of a tem­
peramental but on-the-mend cat.
Cages occupy both side walls, with room 
fqr 36 patients. Today 13 canine patients— 
ranging in size from a hypoglycem ic ■ 
Chihuahua puppy that is receiving intrave­
nous fluids to a full-grown St. Bernard with 
a broken hip—are under the watchful care 
of certified veterinary technician Tara Pak 
aqd two fourth-year students. The ICU is 
staffed 24 hours a day by a CVT—most 
mornings it ’s Alyssa Galligan and Lisa 
Hooser and most nights it’s Tom Brooks— 
as well as by students and a clinician on call.
Every cage has ports for oxygen, suction, 
and electricity. A suction tube enters the chest 
of a wolfhound mix being treated for a pneu­
mothorax. And no, that poodle doesn’t have 
his own TV. That’s just a cageside Spacelab - 
monitor, measuring direct and indirect blood 
pressure, oxygen saturation of the blood, 
temperature, and end tidal C 0 2.
Step aside for the Husky just returning 
from an outdoor visit with his family. “I’m a 
strong believer in visitation for ICU patients, 
within limits,” says Dr. Mac. “A familiar face 
can be* better than medicine for some 
animals.” Tara Pak confirms that every day 
owners visit their ailing pets in ICU.
At the back of the room, blankets and 
cushions keep the St. Bernard comfy in a 
large dog run. A newly installed tub and floor 
drain make washing the animals easy.
“Installing the drains and water where 
' there wasn’t any to begin with was difficult,” 
recalls Larry Bonebrake, the project manager 
for the remodeling job done by University 
Operations and Maintenance. “The plans 
included a new washable ceiling and hose 
reels for power cleaning the floors and cages. 
Other specs changed as we went along: add­
ing more oxygen stations arid electrical out­
lets, installing a washer-dryer in the run area, 
painting the floors.”
In the back corner opposite the St. 
Bernard, you can see the entire isolation 
room behind its glass wall. All supplies that 
might be needed—including special gloves 
and gowns—are in place, ready for the next 
suspected parvovirus or other highly conta­
gious case.
Circling back to the right side of the door, 
you pass four oxygen cages and a crash ca rt. 
for quickly getting emergency supplies to an 
unmoveable patient.
“The new room is a marvelous enhance­
ment of our ability to care for animals. It’s 
also good for teaching, because now there’s 
enough room to hold rounds here,” reports 
Dr. Mac.
The ICU caseload has been increasing 
steadily for many years. Patients come from 
nearly every service in the clinic, including 
all pre- or post-surgical patients, those 
receiving any fluid therapy, critically ill 
oncology and cardiology patients, and many 
v animals, like the Chihuahua, admitted 
through emergency service.
Referring veterinarians, who may one day 
be sending a patient here, are invited to come 
see the new ICU for themselves. ■
Above;The large, open room makes 
it easy to  check on patients in the 
cages.
Left; Veterinary technician Amy 
Drinnan and student Mike Buedel 
tend to  one o f the ICU patients.
Dr. Leanne Alworth, a
clinical veterinarian at the 
Office of Lab Anim al 
Resources, must know the 
constantly changing re­
search regulations and laws 
as well as hoy to care for the animals that 
are used for research.
She received her DVM in 1995 from 
Louisiana State University and went into 
private practice for a year. Afterwards she 
took a residency at the University of Mis- 
spuri in lab animal treatment and helped 
teach classes in anatomy and husbandry.
The potential for collaborative research 
with the faculty in Illinois and the faculty’s 
progressive stands on animal welfare issues 
played a part in Dr. Alworth’s decision to 
come to Urbana.
A member of the Department of Veteri- 
' nary Clinical Medicine, Dr. Alworth will also 
be teaching courses in lab animal care at the 
College. She wants to share with students 
and others what she has seen in the labora­
tory. “It is important that people have an un­
derstanding of what lab animals go through,” 
she says. The public, in general, is usually 
only exposed to advocacy groups’ portrayals 
of lab animal treatment, she says, but there 
is another side.
“I really enjoy my fellow 
•veterinarian s,” says Dr. 
Melissa Behr, a diagnostic 
pathologist at the Labora­
tory ofVeterinary Diagnos­
tic Medicine. She certainly 
assisted many during her 12 years at the state 
diagnostic laboratory in Albuquerque, New 
Mexico, before coming to Illinois.
Diagnosing disease from tissue samples 
is “a big responsibility,” says Dr. Behr.* She 
especially enjoys working on cases that take 
a little more investigating. “Whenever you 
get the answer, it’s very exciting,” she says.
After graduating from Cornell with a 
DVM in 1979, Dr. Behr worked in private 
practice for a year and then completed a 
pathology residency at Cornell. She did two 
years of post-doctoral work on inhalation 
toxicology at the Lovelace Respiratory 
Research Institute in New Mexico, followed 
by two years at the University of California- 
Davis, where she learned the skills of a 
diagnostician.
When she returned to Albuquerque, she 
continued studying inhalation toxicology at 
Los Aamos National Laboratory while work­
ing at the state veterinary diagnostic labora­
tory. She has developed a particular interest 
in skin pathology.
Dr. Behr is impressed with the Illinois' 
students she teaches in the necropsy labora­
tory. “They are hardworking and ask good 
. questions,” she says.
Dr. Jennifer Brinson, who
recently completed a resi­
dency at the College, is con- 
| tinu ing on as a v isiting 
clinical assistant professor in 
small animal internal medi­
cine. She received her undergraduate degree 
and DVM at Purdue University and went 
to the University of Missouri for her veteri­
nary internship.
Dr. Brinson developed a specialization 
in respiratory diseases during her residency, _ 
in part because she has one herself. But she' 
deals with all kinds of medical cases as she 
works with fourth-year students on clinical 
rotation. She lectures throughout the cur­
riculum on respiratory topics and works with 
students evaluating the conditions of respi­
ratory systems. “When I hear something that 
students won’t hear,” she says, “I take my 
stethoscope and let them listen.”
Sometimes when clients are making de­
cisions, Dr. Brinson introduces them to her 
own animals and shares the decisions she has 
had to make about their care to illustrate the 
effort she is willing to make for animals. 
“This job is about helping people relate to 
their animals,” she says.
“Host my dog when I was six,” says Dr. 
Brinson. “That was my inspiration never to 
let another child go through what I did with­
out understanding why.”
Dr. Elaine Caplart s inter­
est in alternative therapy 
was sparked by a few 
“miracle cases.” For ex­
ample the time, during her 
1982 internship at the Ani­
mal Medical Center in New York City, when 
she saw a paralyzed dog that was treated with 
acupuncture get up and walk again. She has 
learned through the years “you just never can 
say never.”
Dr. Caplan joined the College ofVeteri­
nary Medicine faculty in 1999 as a visiting 
clinical assistant professor in oncology and 
soft tissue surgery and is also working with 
the complementary/alternative therapy 
clinic. She recently completed a surgical 
oncology fellowship at the College under the 
supervision of Dr. Nicole Ehrhart.
Dr. Caplan received her DVM from 
. Texas A&M University in 1981. After her 
internship at AMC she practiced in New 
York City and in Texas. During those years 
she also became certified in acupuncture and 
chiropractic treatments. In 1993, Dr. Caplan 
returned to New York City to do a surgery 
residency and practice acupuncture. She was 
an instructor of surgery at Iowa State 
University from 1997 to 1998.
The surgery oncology unit attracted Dr. 
Caplan to Illinois, where she admires the way 
the surgery and medicine units work together 
to create an effective clinical environment.
An interest in eco-systems, 
amphibians, and reptiles is 
part of the reason Dr. 
Rhian Cope came to 
America from Australia and 
here to the College as an 
assistant professor in morpholdgy in the 
Department ofVeterinary Biosciences.
She is presently researching the effects of 
ultraviolet rays on the immune systems of 
amphibians and reptiles. Dr. Cope also hopes 
to develop animal models of skin cancer that 
could be useful on human medical research.
Dr. Cope would prefer to have a full 
schedule of both research and clinical work, 
“but you can’t do both,” she says, “there aren’t , 
enough hours in a day.” For the 10 years since 
graduating from the U niversity  of 
Queensland with a degree equivalent to a 
.DVM, Dr. Cope has been doing research and 
emergency clinical care all around Australia. 
She received her Ph.D. from the University 
o f Sydney in photoim m unology and 
photocarcinogens.
Dr. Cope really enjoys research. “It is 
addictive,” she says, “one great adventure,”
Besides doing research, Dr. Cope will be 
■ teaching anatomy to students in the College. 
“They are a keen, enthusiastic group of 
people,” she says.
Dr. Stephen Greene, an
associate professor in anes- 
JjjB thesiology, teaches students 
how to deal with animals in 
surgery or in pain. “Things 
can happen very quickly,” 
says Dr. Greene. “You need to know what 
was happening a minute ago, so you can 
know what is happening now.” He finds that 
teaching keeps him refreshed: teaching con­
stant vigilance requires constant vigilance.
Dr. Greene received his DVM from the 
University of Missouri in 1981. Then he 
completed 2 years of research at the Lovelace 
Respiratory Research Institute in New 
Mexico and a residency here at the Univer­
sity of Illinois. His first appointment was at 
Texas A&M University, and he spent the last 
11 years on the faculty at Washington State 
University. He came to Illinois in part to 
work with anesthesiology’s new program in 
pain management. His research will address 
new analgesic techniques and drugs for pain 
management.
Dr. Greene appreciates the relationship 
that the College faculty has developed with 
the clinics. “We hope to apply things we learn 
to the population that comes to the clinic, 
and we will learn a lot too,” he says. “It will 
work both ways.”
“Anim als are te llin g  us 
things, and we have to be 
smart enough to keep our 
ears, eyes, hands and minds 
open.” This is what Dr. 
Mark Martinelli, a visiting 
clinical assistant professor in equine studies, 
teaches his students.
Dr. Martinelli earned his DVM at Michi­
gan State University in 1988, completed a 
clinical fellowship the following year at Or­
egon State University, and then took a equine 
surgery residency at Illinois. He lefif Illinois 
in 1995 to complete his doctoral work at 
the University of Glasgow in Scotland.
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In Glasgow,' Dr. Martinelli lectured on 
the diagnosis of lameness and on nuclear 
scintigraphy while completing his Ph.D. He 
gave talks throughout Europe on nuclear 
scintigraphy and on the advantages of using 
computers in the daily practice of veterinary 
medicine, a subject about which he has pub­
lished a book. Though he appreciates the 
impact computer-assisted systems of diag­
nosis could have on daily productivity and 
improved diagnosis, he also acknowledges - 
that “machines will never replace the good 
physical examination.”
Dr. Martinelli was offered a full-time 
position at the University of Glasgow but 
returned to Illinois because of the excellent 
reputation and facilities here. He is also 
working with the Henry Ford Bone & Joint 
Center in Detroit to explore the applicabil­
ity  of equine treatm ent techniques to 
arthritis and other bone diseases in humans.
Dr. Joseph Thulin did not
anticipate returning to Illi­
nois when he left in 1993 
to work at the University of 
Connecticut, but he is glad 
to be back. “It is nice to be 
back with familiar faces and in a familiar 
environment,” says the current director of 
the Office of Lab Animal Resources at the 
Urbana campus of the University of Illinois. 
He is also an assistant professor in the 
Department ofVeterinary Clinical Medicine.
Dr. Thulin graduated from the College 
in 1988, did a residency here in lab animal 
medicine, then worked for 3 years in clini­
cal veterinary practice. “When you are a clini­
cal vet,” says Dr. Thulin, “you are the expert.” 
But that experience changed when he 
became an administrator.
“There is much , mo re involved in being 
an administrator,” says Dr. Thulin. The grati­
fication isn’t as immediate, and it takes more 
time and effort to sell your point of view 
because, he says, “it’s part of the people 
bureaucracy.”
Since returning to the College in 1998, 
Dr. Thulin has been teaching courses in vet­
erinary, medical ethics and lab animal medi­
cine in addition to supervising lab operations 
and administration. He has been, building 
databases of information on many aspects 
of the lab animal research program and hopes 
to develop a Web-based training program in 
the near future. ■
Research projects funded between August 1, 1999, and October 31,1999
BOVINE
McAllister MM, United States D epartment o f  Agriculture 
(USDA)/Hatch, $17 ,9 40 , Investigation o f Long-Term 
Consequences o f a  Neosporosis Outbreak in a Beef Herd
Troutt HF, Schaeffer DJ, Kakoma I, Fats & Protein  
Research Foundation, Inc., $79 ,656, Prevalence o f Selected 
Food Borne Pathogens in Final Rendered Products: Pilot 
Study X
EQ UINE
Constable PD, USDAJCooperative State Research, Educa­
tion, and  Extension Service, $37 ,037, The Mechanism of 
Fumonisin Mycotoxicosis in Horses
Freeman DE, USDAJAnimal Health a nd  Disease, $9 ,866, 
Effects’ o f Cycloozygenase Inhibition on Repair o f Equine 
R ight Dorsal Colop in vitro
M a n oh ar M , USDA/Hatch, $ 2 0 ,1 2 0 , P u lm o n ary  
H emodynam ic Effects of N itric Oxide (NO) Inhalation in 
Standing and Exercising Horses
Manohar M, Goetz TE, Illinois D epartment o f  Agriculture! 
Equine,  $20 ,000 , Pulm onary H em odynam ic Effects o f 
C lenbuterol in Thoroughbred Bleeders Exercising W ithout 
and W ith  Furoseriiide (Lasix)
GENERAL
Beasley VR, G era ldin e D odge F oundation, $ 5 0 ,0 0 0 , 
Envirovet Sum mer Semester
Biehl LG, USDAJAnimal a n d  P lant Health Inspection  
Service, $42 ,512, Swine 2000 N ational Survey
Fall Conference, continued from  page 3
Veterinary Achievement Award, given to 
recognize excellence in practice, teaching, 
research, or involvement in organized 
veterinary medicine.
Dr. Hendricks, valedictorian 6f his DVM 
class, completed an internship at Angell 
Memorial Animal Hospital in Boston and 
then joined the staff at the Ana Brook 
Animal Hospital in Anaheim, Calif. He soon 
purchased the hospital and throughout his 
career expanded its facilities. Dr. Hendricks 
has been an active member of the veterinary 
community, serving on the boards of state 
and national veterinary associations.
Dr. Richard D. Hull (Missouri ’59) 
received the Service Award in recognition of 
meritorious service to the veterinary profes­
sion. Dr. Hull started a clinic in Griggsville, 
111., after graduation and expanded it into a 
three-doctor, two-clinic practice. He cur­
rently serves as state veterinarian and bureau 
chief of anim al health for the Illinois 
* Department of Agriculture. Dr. Hull has 
held office in veterinary, livestock, and 
animal health organizations.
The Alumni Merit Award went to Dr. 
Samuel M. Ristich (’84), owner of Indian 
Prairie Animal Hospital, a companion/ 
exotic animal practice in Aurora, 111. The
Bunick D, Campus Research Board, $8 ,308, Development 
o f a Cre/Lox Transgenic M ouse Gene Knockout System
Clarkson RB, National Institutes o f  Health (NIH)IFogarty, 
$27 ,952 (*$49,488), DNP in Char Suspensions: Surface 
Science &  Oxim etry
Clarkson RB, Belford, RL, NIH, $58,728 (*$1,485,939), 
M RI Contrast Agents by EPR Methods (Characterization 
o f M RI Contrast Agents by EPR M ethods)'
Cooke PS, NIH, $149,568, (*$461 ,988), Mechanism of 
Estrogen Action in Uterus and Vagina
Cooke PS, Heine T, USDAJAnimal Health and  Disease, 
$15 ,154, The Role o f Estrogen Receptor-a in Adiposity 
and Leptin
Guyer CL, NIH, $71 ,053 , (*$140 ,422), Proposed Rat 
Model o f Olivopontocerebellar Atrophy
Hansen LG, Centers f o r  Disease Control (CDC), $24 ,944, 
Identification of PCB Congeners Associated w ith Fish
Hansen LG, Campus Research Board, $6 ,706, Endocrine 
D isruption in Imm ature Female Rats Following Pulse- 
Exposure to Pulsatile POPS
Hess RA, NIH, $85 ,7 78 , (*$265 ,85 4 ), M icrotubules 
in Testicular Toxicity o f Carbendazim (Subcontract w ith 
University o f California)
Moreno SN, NIH, $152,095, (*$770 ,798), The Interac­
tion Between Toxoplasma Gondii and Host Cells
Schantz SL, CDC, $176,620, (*$699,289), Human Health 
Effects o f PCB Exposure from C ontaminated Fish (Longi-
D r Sam Ristich (left) received the Alumni 
Merit Award from D r Charlie Francisco..
-merit award is given in recognition of 
outstanding accomplishments in the field 
of practice, contributions to the progress of 
veterinary medicine, and good citizenship 
and community service. Dr, Ristich has 
served on many committees of the Chicago, 
state, and national veterinary associations, 
in addition to serving as the 1994 president 
of the College’s Alumni Association.
At the conclusion of the meeting, Dr. 
Barbara Ann Hanek-Reshke (’90) took 
office as the next president of the Alumni 
Association. ■
tudinal Assessment o f Neuropsychological &  Thyroid Func­
tion in A ging Great Lakes Fisheaters)
Schantz SL, W idholm JJ, NIH, $31 ,720, Developmental 
Effects o f Combined PCB and M eH g Exposure (Fellow­
ship for John W idholm )
Teuscher C, National M ultiple Sclerosis Society, $631 ,851 ,' 
Genetic Basis for Gender Differences in EAE Susceptibility
PORCINE
Lichtensteiger CA, V im r ER, I llin ois D epartm en t o f  
Agriciilture/Swine, $27 ,562, (*$44,742), Virulence Genes 
o f Salm onella choleraesuis
Messick JB, USDA/Hatch, $22 ,450, Molecular Charac­
terization o f Eperythrozoon suis, a Novel Mycoplasmal 
Pathogen of Pigs
Weigel RM, W hite B, Bahnson PB, Jones CJ, USD A!
N ational Research Initiative, $219,003, M olecular Epide-. 
m iology of Salmonella Transmission in Swine Production 
Systems
Zuckermann FA, Illinois D epartment o f  Agriculture/Swine, 
$25 ,520, (*$30,276), Enhancement o f anti-PRRS Virus 
Cell-mediated Im m unity by IL-12 •
SMALL ANIMALS
•Ehrhart N, Eurell JC , Johnson AL, Losonsky JM , 
Ehrhart EJ> M orris Animal Foundation, $35 ,7 39 , The 
Effect o f P reoperative R ad ia tio n  T h e rap y  on Bone 
Transport Osteogenesis
Segre M, Campus Research Board, $13 ,008, Completion 
of a Longitudinal Study o f Aging in Diet Restricted Dogs
* Total funding for this project received to date
Veterinary Board 
Examination to Change^
In November 20.00, the North American 
Veterinary Licensing Examination (NAVLE) 
will become the sole national examination 
for veterinary medical licensure in the United 
States and Canada. It will replace both the 
N ational Board Examination and the 
Clinical Competency Test, which wjjl be 
administered for the last time in April.
The NAVLE will become an 8-hour 
examination, consisting of 360 multiple- 
choice questions, administered viaxomputer 
only at Sylvan Technology centers. It will be 
offered between November 20 and Decem­
ber 16, 2000, and from April 9 to 21, 2001. 
For more information, visit the Web site: 
www.nbec.org. ■
HolisticJ^ledicine Seminaiv
The Illinois student chapter of the Ameri­
can Holistic Veterinary Medical Association 
is sponsoring a seminar on January 29 and 
30, 2000, in Urbana. Topics will include 
guidelines on alternative and complemen­
tary medicine and a live demo of equine and 
canine chiropractic adjustment. Call Karel 
Earl, 217/333-2907, for more information. ■
w
Seventh Annual Awards Program 
Honors More than 80 Faculty, Staff
Dr. Linda Berent Jane CMadny Dr. Peter Constable Beth Erwin Dr. Howard Gelberg Dr.Tony Goldberg
Dr. W alter Dr. Gary Koritz Carla Manuel Deanelle Payne Dr. C ory Teuscher Dr. Federico
Hoffmann Zuckermann
Q  he annual University of Illinois College 
of Veterinary Medicine awards program was 
held October 8 at the Holiday Inn in Urbana.
Dr. George Richards ( 67), owner of 
Vermillion Veterinary Ventures in' Danville, 
111., served as master of ceremonies. Dr. 
Richards has served on College admissions 
interview teams, is a member of the new ex­
ternal advisory committee for the Veterinary 
Medical Teaching Hospital, and participates 
in the state-wide advocacy group formed by 
University of Illinois president James Stukel.
College Awards
A $1,000 cash prize and a College certifi­
cate went to the winners of the Teaching, 
Research, and Service Excellence Awards; the 
Dr. Gordon and Helen Kruger All-Round 
Excellence Award; the Academic Professional 
Award of Excellence; the Shirley Seets Staff 
Excellence Award; and the Dr. Robert and 
Lucy Graham Award. Runners-up received 
a certificate of recognition and an inscribed 
brass desk clock.
Dr. Howard Gelberg, associate dean for 
research and professor of veterinary 
pathobiology, was selected by the third- and 
fourth-year veterinary students as winner of 
the teaching award for presenting material 
with enthusiasm, dedication, clarity, and cre­
ativity and for integrating subject concepts 
into the framework of the curriculum.
Dr. Cory Teuscher, veterinary pathobio­
logy, garnered the research award, given in 
recognition of the quality and quantity of 
publications, research awards, and outside 
recognition of his work. Also nominated was 
Dr. Paul Cooke, veterinary biosciences.
Winning the service award for outstand­
ing committee work, clinical service, and 
continuing education was Dr. Walter 
Hoffmann, veterinary pathobiology and 
Laboratory of Veterinary Diagnostic Medi­
cine. Individuals can be nominated for this 
award by their departments and by regional 
veterinary medical associations. Dr. Clifford 
Shipley, veterinary clinical medicine, was a 
finalist'
Dr. Peter Constable, veterinary clinical 
medicine and veterinary pathobiology, re­
ceived the Kruger award signifying excellence 
in the College’s three-fold mission of teach­
ing, research, and service. Dr. Mark 
Kuhlenschmidt, veterinary pathobiology, 
was a finalist in this category.
Jane Chladny, Laboratory 
o f V eterinary D iagnostic 
Medicine, won the academic 
professional award in recogni­
tion of outstanding perfor­
mance and professional 
excellence at the College. - 
Susan Steenbergen, veteri­
nary pathobiology, was also 
nominated.
The Graham award went 
to Beth Erwin, veterinary administration. 
Awarded annually since 1957, this honor 
goes to a staff employee who has made out­
standing contributions to the College. Also 
nominated were Barb Huffman, veterinary 
clinical medicine, and Julie Thomas, vet­
erinary pathobiology.
Additional Presentations
Members of the Chicago Veterinary Medi­
cal Association who graduated from the 
College of Veterinary Medicine in the past 
two years selected Dr. Gary Koritz, veteri­
nary biosciences, for the association’s Out­
standing Instructor Award. It consists of a 
$ 1,500 grant to purchase-equipment or ma­
terials for the award winner’s field of choice.
The Shirley Seets Staff Excellence Award, 
created in honor of the business manager II 
who retired in 1997 after 34 years at the 
College, went to Deanelle Payne, veterinary 
administration, and Carla Manuel, veteri­
nary pathobiology. The runners-up were 
Sherri Brewer, Marie Pickens, Melinda 
Smith, Charlene Werts, and Marlene 
Woodward, all o f veterinary c lin ica l 
medicine.
Dr. Tony Goldberg, fourth-year veteri­
nary student and graduate student in veteri­
nary pathobiology, won the $1,750 Dr. Paul 
B. Doby Award for outstanding infectious 
disease research applicable to the livestock 
industry.
Dr. Linda Berent, veterinary pathobior 
logy, received the Dr. Joseph O. Alberts 
Award. Created in memory of a former head 
of the veterinary pathobiology department, 
.this award, consisting of a certificate and 
$ 100 check, is presented on the basis of fac­
ulty nominations, an outstanding record, 
and a research paper.
The Dr. Norman and Helen Levine 
Award recognizes research productivity and 
excellence among young faculty at the Col­
lege. This year’s winner was Dr. Federico
Zuckermann, veterinary pathobiology. He 
received a $500 check and a certificate. Also 
nominated was Dr. Barbara Kitchell, 
veterinary clinical medicine.
Dr. Constable also took home the Pfizer 
Animal Health Award for Research Excel­
lence, which is presented to a faculty mem­
ber for research that shows promise of 
attaining or that has attained national rec­
ognition. He received a $ 1,000 check and a 
plaque. Finalists were Dr. Ronald Weigel, 
veterinary pathobiology, and Dr. Edward 
Whittem, veterinary biosciences.
Recognition of Service
Faculty, academic professionals, and staff 
members who marked anniversaries of 
service during fiscal year 1998 received a 
custom-designed gold pin featuring the 
College’s logo. At 10 years of service and 
multiples of five years thereafter, a 2.0 mm 
diamond is added to the pin. College 
service awardees are designated CVM below. 
University of Illinois Service Awards, desig­
nated UI below, were also presented at the 
banquet. ■
Veterinary A dm inistration (Admin.)
5 Years Karel S. Earl (CVM & UI) *
Elaine Estes (CVM & UI))
10 Years Dennis J. Birkey (CVM & UI)
Dorothy R. Carlson (UI)
Katie M. Henry (CVM)
Robert V. Myers (CVM)
Robert M. Schafer (UI)
15 Years Gary E Sergent (CVM & UI)
20 Years Timothy L. Chilton’ (UI)
-Kevin L. Grice (UI)
Shirley Pelmore (UI)
Ronny G. Reed (UI)
James R. Stockdale (UI)
25 Years Theodore A. Diem (UI)
30 Years Joyce A. Amacher (UI & CVM)
Laboratories o f  Veterinary D iagnostic M ed icin e  - 
(LVDM)
10 Years V. Sherry DeMoss (UI & CVM) 
Patricia A. Gothard (UI & CVM) 
Gavin L. Meerdink (CVM)
20 Years Richard D. Hansen (UI)
Veterinary B ioscien ces (VB)
5 Years Laura S. Anglen (CVM)
Catherine M. Paceley (CVM)
15 Years Val R. Beasley (CVM)
20 Years Murli Manohar (CVM)
25 Years David E. Kuehl (CVM)
30 Years Gary L. Jackson (CVM)
Veterinary C lin ica l M ed icin e (VCM)
5 Years Gary C. Althouse (CVM)
•Francis A. Bosch (CVM & UI) 
David E. Freeman (CVM)
Marla K. Frisby (CVM & UI)
Barry S. Grodsky (CVM)
Barbara E. Kitchell (CVM)
Donald H. Lantz (CVM & UI)  ^
Brian K. Woller (CVM & UI) ‘  . 
Marlene A. Woodward (CVM)
10 Years Nancy L. Bauer (CVM) 
hfichael C. Finn (CVM)
Kara L. Knox (CVM & UI)
H. FredTroutt (CVM)
Rita M.Weisiger (CVM)
15 Years Connie J. Arnold (CVM & UI) 
Sherri L. Brewer (UI)
Joann Carter (UI)
Thomas E. Goetz(CVM)
Susan M. Hewitt (CVM & UI) 
ElaineT. Remillard (CVM)
Richard J. Siemers (UI)
Kristie M. Stasi (CVM & UI)
20 Years Terry Hite (CVM & UI)
25 Years Frank B. Phares (UI)
Veterinary Pa thob io logy (VP)
5 Years Theresa M. Kuhlenschmidt (CVM) 
Gay Y. Miller (CVM)
Philip F. Sober (CVM)
Susan M. Steenbergen (CVM)
10 Years Linda Brown (CVM & UI)
Richard E. Isaacson (CVM)- 
Carl J. Jones (CVM) '
15 Years Ibulaimu Kakoma (CVM)
, 25 Years Mariangela Segre (CVM)
Deoki N. Tripathy (CVM)
Retirees H onored  a n d  Years o f  S erv ice 
Dr. LeRoy G. Biehl, Adrhin., 27 years 
Mary Hayn, VCM, 25 years 
Ida McNutt, LVDM, 17 years 
David L. Pryor, LVDM, 29 years 
Dr. Arnold Smith, VP, 30 years 
Richard Yasinski, VCM, 11 years
Winter 2000
Dr. Gary Althouse, veterinary biosciences 
. and veterinary clinical medicine, gave a talk 
on common problems and new technologies 
in swine artificial insemination at the 113th 
Exposition de Ganaderia, Agricultura e In- 
dustria Internacional on July 23 in Buenos 
Aires, Argentina. .Dr. Althouse also spoke on 
disease control strategies for boar studs at the 
4th International Conference on Boar Se­
men Preservation on August 11 in Beltsville, 
Md., and recendy received a USDA National 
Research Initiative Grant to study reproduc­
tive efficiency of boars.
Dr. Gordon Baker, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, attended the Ocala Equine Conference 
and spoke on respiratory disease and bone 
pain as well as nuclear scintigraphy. Dr. Baker 
also spent a day teaching a short course on 
derrtal care in order to update veterinarians 
on new diagnosis and dental surgery tech­
niques.
Dr. David E. Freeman, veterinary clinical 
medicine, spoke at the annual meeting of 
the American College of Veterinary Surgeons 
in San Francisco, Calif., and lectured for 
three days in October at the Colic Confer­
ence in Montevideo, Uruguay. Dr. Freeman 
was also appointed to the examination com­
mittee of the American College of Veteri­
nary Surgeons.
Dr. Ralph Hamor, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, spoke on diseases of the retina, vitre­
ous, and optic nerve during a continuing 
education seminar sponsored by the Greater 
New Jersey Veterinary Medical Association 
on October 20.
Dr. Larry Hansen, veterinary biosciences, 
joined seven other academic and government 
officials on an expert panel review of the toxi­
cological profile for PCBs, in coordination 
with the Agency for Toxic Substances and 
Disease Registry in Atlanta.
Dr. Rex A. Hess, veterinary biosciences, 
spoke on estrogen and male reproduction at 
the University of Minas Gerias in Brazil'and 
to the Brazilian Society for Cell Biology dur­
ing October. He has been invited to speak
at the 1st European Congress of Andrology 
in March 2000 in L’Aquila, Italy, and at The 
Boden Research Conference 2000 in No­
vember 2000 in Sydney, Australia. His talk 
will focus on “Estrogen target tissues: the 
epididymis.”
The work of Dr. John Losonsky, associate 
professor, and Richard Keen, imaging tech­
nologist, in the teaching hospital’s Imaging/ 
Radiation Therapy section was recently fea­
tured in publications produced by the Kodak 
Company. The hospital this year began us­
ing a computed radiography system pro­
duced by Kodak. Like conventional analog 
radiography, the new system uses a screen 
and cassette. However, with computed radi­
ography, the image is processed digitally and 
can be manipulated to improve contrast (for 
soft tissue) and density (for bones) before 
being printed on film or archived electroni­
cally. The new technique means far less like­
lihood of heeding repeat exposures.
Dr. Sandy Manfra, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, recently became the first woman to re­
ceive the Anim al M edical C enter’s 
Distinguished Alumni Award, as well as the 
first womah to win the American Veterinary 
Dental Society Research and Teaching 
Award.
Dr. Gavin Meerdink, Laboratory of Veteri­
nary Diagnostic Medicine, was named to the 
Board of Directors of the Council for Agri­
cultural Science and Technology (CAST) 
and was elected to chair the Animal Science 
Committee. He was also invited to present 
a seminar on infectious diseases and agricul­
ture-related hazards at the Western States 
Veterinary Conference in February 2000.
Dr. Krista Mendoza, veterinary clinical 
medicine, presented her resident’s research 
on gutta-perch obturation techniques at the 
13th Annual Veterinary Dental Forum in 
Baltimore, Md.
Dr. G ay Miller, veterinary pathobiology, has 
been selected to the board of scientific re­
viewers for the American Jou rna l o f  Veteri­
nary Research.
Dr. Dawn Morin, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, gave an invited presentation at the 
American Association of Bovine Practitio­
ners meeting in Nashville, Tenn., in Septem­
ber. She'was also elected to the Mastitis 
Committee ofthe AABP.
Dr. Moolittle, the veterinary entry in 
Chicago’s “Cows on Parade” public art show, 
was stationed at Wacker and Adams, right 
along the route of the Chicago Marathon in 
October. At least two College people were 
among the thousands who ran by her in the 
race: Dr. Alan Parker, veterinary clinical 
medicine (pictured after the race), and sec­
ond-year DVM student Tara Ooms.
Dr. Moolittle, sponsored by the College 
and the Illinois State and Chicago Veteri­
nary Medical Associations, will be making 
special appearances on the University of Illi­
nois Urbana campus and elsewhere during 
the coming year. Look for her at the veteri­
nary commencement services in May!
Dr. Susan Schantz, veterinary biosciences, 
served on an expert panel which met at the 
Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease 
Registry in Atlanta, Ga., during September. 
She has also been invited to organize a sym­
posium on human health effects from eat­
ing Great Lakes fish at the annual meeting 
of the International Association for Great 
Lakes Research to be held in Ontario, 
Canada, in 2000. Dr. Schantz’s research as­
sociate, Dr. John Widholm, recently re­
ceived a two-year National Research Service 
Award from NIEHS to study the effects of 
combined exposure to PCBs and methyl 
mercury on nervous system function.
Dr. Schantz was also recently re- 
appointed to the Environmental Council, a 
12-member com m ittee appointed by 
University of Illinois Provost Richard 
Herman to coordinate environm ental 
research, teaching, and service on the 
Urbana campus.
Dr. Fred Troutt, veterinary clinical medi- 
xine, presented several papers on food safety 
and dairy cattle health management at the 
annual meeting of the Australia College of 
Veterinary Scientists in Sydney, Australia. He 
spoke on Salmonella and the culled dairy cow 
at the Dairy Farm Food Safety and Quality
Assurance Symposium in Burlington, Vt., in- 
September and at the annual meeting of the 
National M ilk Producers Federation in 
Nashville, Tenn., in November.
Agnes Van Volkenburgh, a third-year DVM 
student, presented her research funded by 
the Geraldine R. Dodge Foundation at a 
'conference in Blacksburg, Va., in October. 
She was subsequently invited to work with 
Purdue University in facilitating a parallel 
curriculum  program w ith a veterinary 
college in Wroclaw, Poland. Purdue invited 
her to speak about her work in Poland last 
summer promoting the humane treatment 
of farm animals.
In September, she was instrumental in 
bringings*) the United States a delegation 
of Polish journalists, politicians, farmers’ 
union leaders, environm entalists, and 
animal welfare representatives who were 
interested in learning about American 
methods of pork production. ■
College Makes Strong 
Showing at Animal 
Disease Meeting_________
Ten graduate students from the College’s 
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology— 
Drs. David Barber, Linda Chassy, Cheryl 
Farello, Jennifer'Johnson-Ward, Jae-Yeon 
Kim, Tae-Joong Kim, Nohra Mateus-Pinilla, 
William Meier, Baozhen Qiao, and Pratik 
Singh—-presented at the 1999 annual meet­
ing of the Conference of Research Workers 
in Animal Diseases, held in November in 
Chicago, 111. Faculty members Drs. Arthur 
Siegel, of veterinary clinical medicine, and 
Randall Singer, Deoki Tripathy, and Ronald 
Weigel, all of veterinary pathobiology, also 
gave presentations at the meeting attended 
by more than 700 research scientists in the 
fields of epidem iology, anim al health 
economics, and preventive medicine.
Dr. Mateus-Pinilla received the Ameri­
can College of V eterinary Preventive 
Medicine award for best graduate student 
presentation. Her presentation, “Dynamic 
Sim ulation "Model for Transmission of 
Toxoplasma gon d ii on Swine Farms: Evaluat­
ing the Effectiveness of a Feline T. Gondii 
Vaccine,” was co-authored by Brucfe Hannon 
and Ronald M. Weigel. ■
A L U M NEndowment Encourages Study of food AnimaL Medicine
by Jonas Siegel
| 3  r. Delwyn V. Meyer had a specific pur­
pose in mind when he set up an endowment 
fund in his name for juniors and seniors 
at the College. He wanted to support those 
students who choose to pursue a career in 
food animal medicine.
“There will always be a need for food 
animal practitioners,” he says. “It’s an area 
that could use a little bit of support.”
Dr. Meyer practiced both food animal 
and com panion anim al m edicine in. 
Kewanee, 111., for 13 years immediately 
after graduating from the College in 1957. 
Fewer students have the intention of getting 
this kind of broad training these days, 
according to Dr. Meyer.
Dr. Meyer enjoyed practicing clinical 
medicine from the time he first started his 
clinical rotations during his fourth year at 
the College. “It puts together all of the basic
science knowledge,” he says. “It comes 
together and works.”
' Dr. Meyer understands the importance 
of a firm grounding in the basic sciences and 
in comprehensive technical training. He is 
thankful for all that the College gave to him 
in this respect and intends for other DVM 
students to develop the same appreciation.
He left clinical practice for Upjohn Co., 
where he worked in clinical development and
animal health tech services for 29 years. At 
Upjohn, he was able to use his experience as 
a food animal practitioner to evaluate the 
effectiveness of Upjohn’s products on food 
animals and ensure that farmers were using 
the products to their fullest potential.
The fulfillment that Dr. Meyer has 
gained through his work with food animals, 
and the role the College has played in his 
success, are part of the reason for his estab­
lishing the endowment. The College will 
evaluate potential candidates for the annual 
scholarships on the basis of interest and need.
Passing on some advice, Dr. Meyer sug­
gests that students learn how best to balance 
their interests in life and medicine. Being a 
professional veterinarian requires more than 
just doing clinical and research work, he says. 
In the end, “you have to like your doctor, as 
well as rqspect his technical skills,” he says. ■
W hat’s new?_____
Keep your College and fellow alumni 
informed of pertinent events in your 
life by sending your news to Vet 
Report, U of I College of Veterinary 
M ed icine, 2938  V M BSB , 2001 
South Lincoln Avenue, Urbana, IL' 
61802; fax :217/244-2988; email: 
editor@cvm.uiuc.edu.
Dr. Gordon Iverson (’56) sold his Wonder 
Lake Veterinary Clinic and retired in July. 
He had owned the clinic for 12 years and 
had practiced in Harvard, 111., for 31 years.
The University of Illinois College ofVeterinary Medicine would like to recognize and thank the  
corporations and other organizations that have contributed between July 1, 1998, and June 30, 1999.
Abbott Laboratories, Abbott Park, IL 
Animal Health Services, Inc.,Wilmington, IL 
AVMA Professional Liability Insurance, Chicago, IL 
Balmoral Racing. Club, Inc., Crete, IL 
The Baxter-Allegiance Foundation, Deerfield, IL 
Bayer Corporation, Kansas City, MO 
Biovet USA, Inc., St. Anthony, MN 
Bob’s Pet Grooming, Champaign, IL 
Caterpillar Foundation, Peoria, IL 
ChicagoTitle and Trust Company Foundation, 
Chicago, IL
Chicago Veterinary Medical Association, Hinsdale, 
IL '
Corn Belt Kennel Club, Inc., Bloomington, IL 
Cumberland County Farm Bureau,Toledo, IL 
Dawson and HackleyAdvertising, Inc., Chicago, IL 
Delta A ir Lines Foundation, Atlanta, GA 
Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association, . 
Mahomet, IL
Eli Lilly and Company Foundation, Indianapolis, IN 
Banco Animal Health, Indianapolis, IN 
Erio Sales, Springfield, IL 
Evsco Pharmaceuticals, Buena, NJ 
Fred Peironnet Sales, Paris, IL 
Growmark, Inc., Bloomington, IL 
Harris Bank Foundation, Chicago, IL 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.,Topeka, KS 
Hoechst-Roussel Agri-Vet Company, Somerville, 
NJ
Hoffman-La Roche, Inc., Nutley, NJ 
Horsing Around, Homer; IL 
Hume Auction Service, Glen Ellyn, IL 
IAMS Company, Dayton, OH 
Uliana Insurance Agency II, Philo, IL 
lllini Great Dane Club, Mokena, IL 
The Illinois Academy ofVeterinary Continuing 
Education, North Aurora, IL 
Illinois Llama Association, Inc., Kansas, IL 
Illinois Pork Council, Urbana, IL 
Illinois fo rk  Producers Association, Springfield, IL
Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association,
North Aurora, IL
Illinois Thoroughbred Horsemen’s Association, 
Cicero, IL
Illinois Walking Horse Association, Carlinville, IL 
Intervet, Inc., Millsoro, DE 
Iowa Select Farms, LR Iowa Falls, IA 
Izaak Walton League o f America, Inc., Urbana, IL 
Kankakee Valley Veterinary Medical Association, 
Mendota, IL
Kelly Foods Corporation, Berlin, MD 
Kerber, Eck and Brackel, LLR Springfield, IL 
Leal School PTA, Urbana, IL 
M & M Enterprises, Champaign, IL 
Maple Lane farm, Champaign, IL 
Masterbilt Hosiery Co., Inc., New York, NfY 
Merck and Company, Rahway, NJ 
Midwest Veterinary Supply, Inc., Burnsville, MN 
Minnesota Mining & Manufacturing, St. Paul, MN 
Mississippi Valley Veterinary Medical Association, 
Washington, IL
National City Corporation, Cleveland, OH 
National Pork Producer^, Council, Des Moines, IA 
N O B t Laboratories, Inc., Sioux Center; IA 
Northern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association, 
Winnebago, IL 
Pfizer, Inc., New York, NY 
Pharmacia and Upjohn Company, Kalamazoo, Ml 
Pikcorp Ltd.,'Nap.erville, IL 
Pitney Bowes, Stamford, CT 
PR Pharmaceuticals, Inc., Fort Collins, CO 
Prinrock General Store, Chester; IL 
Purina Mills, Inc-., St. Louis, MO 
Ralston Purina Company, St. Louis, MO 
Rhone Poulenc Rorer; Inc., Collegeville, PA 
‘ Roche Vitamins Inc., Parsippany, NJ 
Ronald Rehling Associates, Inc., Batavia, IL .
Royal Acres Mobile Court Sales, Normal, IL 
Sandemac Kennel Club, Mount Zion, IL 
Schering-Plough Animal Health, Union, NY
Sherwin-Williams Company, Cleveland, OH 
SmithKIine Beecham Foundation, Philadelphia, PA 
Snyder & George Electric Contractors, 
Champaign, IL
Southern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association, 
Carbondale, IL
Stone City Kennel Club, lnc.,Tin1ey Park, IL 
Stutzman’s Feed Mill, Inc., Arthur; IL 
Sundstrand Corporation Foundation, Rockford, IL 
TNT Sports Cards, Philo, IL 
Veterinary Associates, Hazel Green, W l 
Veterinary Centers o f America, Santa Monica, CA 
Vita Flex Nutrition, Omaha, NE .
Waltham Brand Partnership, Urbana, IL 
Wilderness Concepts, Green River; W Y 
Windsor o f Savoy, Urbana, IL
The name of Dr. Dennis Bardelmeier, of 
Antigo, Wise., was inadvertently omitted 
from the list of donors at the Deans Club 
level of $100 or more in the fall issue of 
Veterinary Report. We regret the error.
OTS Shines in Service
The Illinois chapter of the Omega Tau 
Sigma veterinary service fraternity won 
the prestigious Vesper Award at Grand 
C ouncil. Named fpr OTS Grand 
Council president Robert Vesper (OSU 
’44), the award goes to a chapter that 
has demonstrated exemplary commu­
nity service in the preceding year.
Dr. Bruce Louderback (’70), who practices \ 
at the Mission Viejo Veterinary Hospital in \ 
Aurora, Colo., was recently appointed to the 
State Board of Veterinary M edicine by - 1 
Governor Bill Owens.
Col. Dr. Gary Stamp (’70), who retired 
from the Army in August, now serves as full­
time executive secretary of the Veterinary 
Emergency and Critical Care Society.
Maj. Dr. Randy H. Turek (’81) was awarded 
the Army Commendation Medal, First Oak 
Leaf Cluster, when he transferred from 
SHAPE, Belgium, to become chief of vet­
erinary services at Incirlik Air Base, Turkey.
Dr. Amy (Kiesche) Nesselrodt (’88) and her 
husband, Mark, announce the birth of their 
daughter, Molly Jo, on July 17. Molly joins 
her 2-year-o ld  brother Benjam in. Dr. 
Nesselrodt works w ith USDA APHIS 
Veterinary Services in Pennsylvania. .
Dr. Pamela Walker (KSU ’92) recently 
accepted a position as assistant professor in 
the Department of Large Animal Clinical 
Sciences at Michigan State University. Dr. 
Walker was a resident in food animal medi­
cine and a teaching associate at Illinois from 
1994 to 1998. After a year at Washington 
State University as a clinical instructor, she 
returned to Illinois briefly last fall as a visit­
ing clinical assistant professor before her 
move to Michigan State.
10 Winter 2000
Class of ’60 Meets in Montana
The 39th annual reunion of the Class of I960 was held in Helena, Mont., in August. 
The class enjoyed visiting historical museums and many recreational activities. Next year the 
reunion will be held in Sarasota, Fla., in October. Back, fr om  lefi: Drs. Don Reeder, Byford 
'Wood, Charles Starling, Harley Schnowske, Harold James, Lyndel Matthews, Kermit Frailey; 
fr on t : Drs. Bob Pensinger, Joseph Musolino, Ron Kolar, A1 Lewis, Don Ferlicka, David Rash, 
Mel Geiger. Dr. Ray Husmann not pictured.
I n  M e m o r i a m
Dr. J. William Barnes (Ontario ’59), past president of the Illinois State Veterinary 
Medical Association, died September 6. Dr. Barnes had also been very active in the 
Chicago and national VMAs, the American Animal Hospital, the Humane Society of 
the United States, and many other veterinary and charitable organizations.
Dr. Patrick R. Davidson (’75), founder of the Montrose Veterinary Clinic in 
Houston, Texas, died on July 11. He belonged to the American, Texas, and Houston 
veterinary medical associations.
Daniel Holland, who began veterinary studies with the Class of 1953, died on 
November 9. He was a retired lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Air Force and served in 
World War II, Korea, and Vietnam.
Dr. Stephen E. McQuilken (’57), of San Antonio, Texas, died on October 11. He was 
a retired lieutenant colonel in the U.S. Army.
Dr. James Mueller (’74), ofWilliamsfield, 111., died September 30. He had practiced at 
the Williamsfield Veterinary Service, a mixed-animal practice.
Dr. Barbara S. Stein (Ohio ’66), owner of the Chicago Cat Clinic, died September 4. 
Dr. Stein had operated the cats-only clinic for nearly 25 years and had served as a 
consultant to Chicago area zoos, industry, and veterinary schools.
Dr. Emily Aubrey (’93) and her husband, 
Greg Frock, are proud to announce the birth 
of their son, Andrew Cameron Frock, on 
October 8. Dr. Aubrey is chief of staff at the' 
Towson (Md.) VetSmart.
Dr. Samantha Musa (’93) and her husband, 
Jeff, announce the birth of their daughter, 
Ingrid Margaret, on June 29. Dr. Musa prac­
tices at the Palatine (111.) Animal Hospital.
Dr. Noelle R. Miles (’94), who practices 
small animal medicine in Millstadt, 111., 
married Mark Griggs in May. Her classmates 
Drs. Lenette DiCiaula and Kirsten Pieper 
Marek were bridesmaids.
Dr. Elizabeth Racz ( ’94) jo ined  the 
Mascoutah (111.) Animal Clinic last summer 
after working at the Marengo (111.) Animal 
Hospital for 5 years.
Dr. John Lee, who earned a PhD from the 
Department of Veterinary Pathobiology in 
1995, recently left a position at Tufts 
University to become an assistant professor- 
at a veterinary school in his native Korea.
Dr. Valerie L. Schoen (’97) and Dr. Ken­
neth Swiatkowski (’98) were married on 
October 9 in Chicago. Dr. Schoen practices 
at the Burr Ridge Veterinary Clinic in Burr 
Ridge, 111. Dr. Swiatkowski practices at the 
Bramer Animal Hospital in Evanston, 111. ^
Dr. Peter Hartman (’99) joined Dr. James 
Meyer (’76) in practice at the Gibson 
Veterinary Clinic in Gibson City, 111.
Dr. Brian Patrick (’99) works in a mixed 
animal practice, the Waterloo (111.) Animal 
Hospital.
Dr. William Wagner, former head of the 
Department of Veterinary Biosciences, has 
been appointed as the Interim Executive 
Director of the Joint Institute for Food Safety 
Research under the President’s Council of 
Food Safety. He will have responsibility for. 
establishing the institute as a functional unit 
and facilitating the selection of the Executive 
Director through a national search process.
Ip September, Lisa Coole, the member of 
the Class of 2001 who was killed in a car 
accident in May 1998, was inducted into the 
University of Georgia Circle of Honor. This 
exclusive recognition pays tribute to student- 
athletes and coaches who have exhibited 
extraordinary levels of excellence through 
their performance and conduct. Lisa’s class­
mates Renee Gamboa, Steve Haase, and 
Sarah Probst and associate dean Dr. Gferald 
Pijanowski jojined Lisa’s fam ily at the 
ceremony in Athens, Ga.
Coole was named 1997 NCAA Woman 
of the Year for her achievements in academics 
and leadership as well as athletics. While an 
undergraduate at the University of Georgia,
she was a two-time‘national champion in 
womens swimming and earned 19 NCAA 
All-American honors and seven honorable 
mentions.
On November 6, the College held a memo­
rial in honor of Dr. Norman D. Levine, 
professor emeritus of parasitology who died 
Ju ly  14. Dr. Levine taught veterinary 
parasitology at the University of Illinois from 
1946 to 1983. The third annual Conference 
on Emerging and Re-emerging Infectious 
Diseases, to be held April 2000 at the 
College, will be dedicated to the memory of 
Dr. Levine. ■
J a n u a r y ______________________ _ _______
16 Alumni Reception at the- North Ameri­
can Veterinary Conference, Orlando, Fla. 
Call Beth Erwin, 2 17/333-2762.
H9-2I - Small Animal EVP: Epidemiology and 
Public Health Concerns, Urbana, III.
Call Dr. Lydia Miller, 2 17/333-2907.
February___________________ _____
11- 13 II 8th Annual Convention o f the Illinois
State Veterinary Medical Association, 
Chicago, III. Call Eve C. Larolca, 
630/892-2321.
16- 18 Swine EVP: Environmental Monitoring/
Legal Issues, Urbana, III. Call Dr. Larry 
Firkins, 2 17/333-2907.
t 19 Equine Conference, Urbana, III. Call 
. Dr. R. Deah Scoggins, 2 17/333-2907.
21 - Alumni Reception at the Western States
Veterinary Conference, Las Vegas, Nev. 
Call Beth Erwin, 2 17/333-2762.
M a r c h _______ ___ ____________________ __
17- 19 Chicagoland Family Pet Show Exhibit,
•Chicago, III. Call Beth Erwin, 
217/333-2762. <
22-24 Small Animal EVP: Legal and Ethical 
Issues, Urbana, III. Call Dr. Lydia Miller, 
217/333-2907.
A p r i l_____ _________________ ____________
I Veterinary Medicine Open House,
Urbana, III. Call Chris Beuoy, 
217/333-2907.
5-7 Swine EVP: Nutrition, Urbana, III.
Call Dr. Larry Firkins 217/333-2907.
29 Annual Awards and Scholarships
Program and Banquet, Urbana, III.
Call Beth Erwin, 217/333-2762.
M a y  _____________ ______ ^ __________
24-26 Small Animal EVP: Professional and
Personal Strategic Planning, Urbana, III. 
Call Dr. Lydia Miller, 2 17/333-2907;
Jujus— ----------------
' 14-16 Swine EVP: Epidemiology and Disease
Control, Urbana, III. Call Dr. Larry Firkin's, 
217/333-2907.
J u ly  ------------------------------------------------------ —
23 American Veterinary Medical Association 
Alumni Reception, Salt Lake Qty, Utah. 
Call Beth Erwin, 2 17/333-2762.
A u g u s t ________________________________
16-18 Applied Animal Behavior, a 16-hour
seminar series with Dr. Rolan Tripp. Call 
Dr. Gerald Pijanowski, 217/333-1 192.
O c t o b e r  _______________________
12- J 3 Annual Fall Conference for Veterinarians,
Urbana, III. Call Dr. Allan.Paul, 
217/333-2907.
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o G iv e  S tu d e n ts  a  M arketin g  Edg e
[jjeg inn in g  in May 2000, a new system for 
clinical rotations goes into effect for fourth- 
year DVM students. The Class of 2001 will 
be the first to benefit from the changes, 
which allow students some flexibility in 
tailoring their clinical experiences to match 
their career aspirations. During the 1999 fall 
semester, third-year students chose from 
among the small anim al, equine, food 
animal/production fhedicine, general, and 
custom options.
“The changes will let students pursue an 
area of interest,” says Dr. Gerald Pijanowski, 
associate dean for academic and student 
affairs. “It’s not tracking in the usual sense, 
because the first three years of the curricu­
lum continue to have a general focus, with 
the exception of elective^choices. And even 
the clin ical rotations w ill still require 
general exposure in all areas of veterinary 
practice.”
Tor example, only four weeks are spent 
differently between the general (mixed) and 
the small animal options: the mixed option 
devotes four weeks each to Food Animal 
Medicine and Surgery and to Production 
Medicine/Theriogenology, whereas the small 
animal option splits a total of four weeks 
between those two areas and provides an 
additional two weeks each in small animal 
medicine and small animal specialties or 
surgical selectives.
The custom option frees eight weeks for 
concentration in the students “area of inter­
est.” Dr. Pijanowski says students choosing 
the custom track will have to persuade the 
curriculum committee that their proposal 
uniquely matches their career objectives and 
contributes significantly not merely to their 
experience but to their medical education.
Choosing a rota­
tion option provided 
an opportunity for 
students to th ink  
about careers and re­
ceive guidance from 
counselors.
After graduation,
Sarah Probst would 
like to find a position 
in a predominantly 
large anim al, par­
ticularly swine, prac­
tice, but with some 
small animal work to 
keep open the possi­
bility of a career shift 
in the future. She 
explored the mixed 
and custom options, but decided on food 
animal/production medicine after talking 
with faculty advisers. She will be able to use 
her two two-week free electives to double the 
four weeks of small animal practice that 
rotation requires and still have room fof a 
broad sampling of food animal practice 
through hospital rotations, internships, and 
consortium experiences.
The new system reflects a philosophical 
shift that emphasizes students’ post-gradua­
tion heeds over hospital staffing needs. 
Under the old system, the hospital estab­
lished a minimum number of students that 
had to be scheduled at all times for non­
elective services. The upshot of that policy 
was that students’ choices were sometimes 
sacrificed for the sake of hospital staffing. 
Additional clinician and technician staffing 
will ease the workload previously shouldered 
by students.
Under the new rotation system, students who choose an equine emphasis will" 
spend 12 weeks in equine service compared vyrth four weeks for. those in all 
other options. Here fourth-year students (from left) Sandy Zygadto, Beth 
Lehman, and Lisa Wardisiarii, all headed for small animal practice, are on the 
equine rotation with D r  Mark Martinelli.
The hospital will benefit from greateV 
continuity in student staffing of service 
areas. Currently all rotations are three weeks 
long and all students switch to a new area 
every three weeks. Under the new system, in 
which each core area rotation lasts four weeks 
and electives two weeks, students enter and 
leave rotations on an overlapping schedule.
Among the other notable differences, stu­
dents will be required to spend 44 weeks in 
rotations, with 8 weeks off, a shift from the 
previous 39.5 weeks in rotation and 12 weeks 
of off-blocks. Many students chose to spend 
off-blocks in electives that kept them here at 
the College even so, says Dr. Pijanowski. He 
strongly encourages students to use the time 
off to_get away from Urbana, whether it is 
for an externship or other educational expe­
rience or simply for vacation time.
“They need some time away from this 
place,” he says with a knowing smile. ■
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